PIEDMONT HUNT CLUB, INC.
MINERAL LICK RECIPE
The ultimate goal of mineral supplements in deer management is to increase antler size and improve overall
health of deer herds by providing minerals or trace minerals that may be lacking in a given area.
One mixture or home recipe of deer minerals is a mix of one part Dicalcium Phosphate, 2 parts trace mineral
salt (loose), and 1 part loose stock salt. All of these are available to purchase at most local feed and farm
supply stores.
Just to give you a little background on these minerals and what they are designed to do lets start with the
Dicalcium Phosphate.

Dicalcium Phosphate is used primarily as dairy cattle feed additive and other animal feeds. It
promotes feed digestion, weight gain, and milk production, which is obviously beneficial to a lactating doe
deer. Dicalcium phosphate contains roughly between 18 and 21 percent phosphorus and 19 to 23 percent
calcium.
You're probably asking why this is important by now. Well if your talking about growing antlers on deer you
need to take a look at what is the make up of a deer antler.
Hardened antlers contain 40 to 50 percent organic matter from mostly proteins while the most abundant
minerals consist of calcium and phosphorus. The demands for these minerals on a daily basis can be
significant for antler production.
In addition, a lactating doe's milk contains high percentages of both calcium and phosphorus to pass on to
their young, also causing a significant mineral drain on the doe. What makes all this significant is the fact that
phosphorous cannot be synthesized by the body so it must be provided in needed levels in the animals diet.
This is where a mineral mix such as this could be very valuable if an area is lacking in these naturally.

Trace Mineral Salt does two things for deer. The first and foremost is it does have the salt/sodium to
attract the deer and promote the use of the mineral. Secondly, it provides the trace minerals such as
magnesium and potassium that are very important to herd health but are not found in significant quantities like
others.
Stock Salt is again like part of the above. It has the sodium to attract deer to the minerals. Most mineral
mixes have salt as their most abundant ingredient since a mix of just phosphorus, calcium, and other trace
minerals have little attraction to deer once mixed with the soil.
Each Station Should Be Replenished with the following:

Dicalcium Phoshate
Trace Mineral Salt
Stock Salt

(1 part) (25 Pound Bag)
(2 parts) (50 Pound Bag)
(1 part) (25 Pound Bag)

Mix all these together once ready to use but keep components separate during storage. Dig a hole in the soil
about 36 inches wide and 6 inches deep and mix the mineral well with the soil.
This should be replenished after 6 months and then once a year thereafter. Most use seems to be during the
spring and summer months on mineral licks. It's a good idea to keep these areas replenished and stocked in
the same spot to maintain use.
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